March 10, 2017

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEWS RELEASE

Canadian Forces Snowbirds and the Patrouille de France
to soar over Gatineau April 30, 2017 at Aero 150
GATINEAU, Que. – March 10, 2017 – Vintage Wings of Canada and the City of Gatineau are proud to announce Aero150, a
once-in-a-lifetime aviation spectacle to be held at the Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport on Sunday, April 30, 2017 from
th
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in honour of Canada 150 and the 100 anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.
The Canadian Forces Snowbirds and the Patrouille de France of the French Air Force (l ‘Armée de l’Air) will soar over the
skies of Gatineau in a display of friendship, freedom and the historic ties between Canada France. Aero 150 is the only
Canadian stop on the Patrouille de France United States 2017 tour.
Admission is free. Parking is $10.
To reinforce the historic bond between Canada and France, which was strengthened during the Battle of Vimy Ridge in
1917, and subsequently on the ground, in the air and at sea during the Second World War and beyond, Vintage Wings of
Canada will host this historic air show and provide air and static displays of its own wartime aircraft, warbirds that played
a vital role in securing victory in Europe and helped secure the peace and freedom we enjoy today.
Scheduled performers (subject to change without notice)
•
•
•
•
•

Vintage Wings of Canada - Hawker Hurricane, Vought F4U Corsair and P-51 Mustang – air display
Canadian Forces Snowbirds - CT-114 Tutor – air display
La Patrouille de France et l’Armée de l’Air – Dassault/Dornier Alpha Jet, Airbus A400M Atlas – air display & static display
respectively
Starduster SA300 – Aerobatic aircraft – static display
Royal Air Force - Typhoon FGR4 – static display

Plans are being made to livestream Aero150 on Facebook starting at 11:00 a.m. EST in order to give veterans (and other
Canadians who cannot attend the show) the opportunity to enjoy this thrilling tribute to the service and sacrifice made by
veterans on our behalf.
Aero150 includes a flypast over Parliament Hill on Monday, May 1, 2017 by the Canadian Forces Snowbirds and the
Patrouille de France.

Aero150 would not be possible without the kind and generous support of our sponsors and partners, including the
Michael Potter Collection, the Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport, the Patrouille de France, l’Armée de l’air, the Canadian
Forces Snowbirds, the Royal Canadian Air Force, the French Embassy in Canada, CAE, Boeing, the City of Gatineau, Tourism
Outaouais, Gatineau 2017, the City of Ottawa, Ottawa 2017, Airbus, Tescal, Thales, Space Flight Insider and Vision Media
Plus.
More details of Aero150 will be released as they become available at www.aero150.com, @aero150, #aero150 and
through future news releases, social media and local advertisements in Gatineau and Ottawa.
Quotes:
“Vintage Wings of Canada is proud to be hosting Aero150, along with our friends and neighbours at the Gatineau-Ottawa Executive
Airport, the Canadian Forces Snowbirds, the RCAF, La Patrouille de France, l’Armée de l’air as well as our partners, sponsors,
performers and volunteers who are working tirelessly to make this event a success. Through their generous support, particularly
that of our sponsors, we will be able to mount a once-in-a-lifetime aviation spectacle that celebrates a key milestone in the history
of our great country and generations of cooperation, friendship and freedom between Canada and France. The people of Ottawa
and Gatineau are in for a great show.” – John Bennett, Director General, Aero150
“The Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport is pleased and honoured to be the site of this unique airshow that will see the
performances of two great aerobatic teams. We have the resources and the capability to meet all operational requirements of both
teams safely and effectively and look forward to mounting the safest, most successful airshow yet in Gatineau.” – Nicole Loreto,
Board of Directors, Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport
“The RCAF is proud and excited to be a part of the Patrouille de France's visit in April, and we are delighted that they have asked
our Canadian Forces Snowbirds to join them in performing at Aero 150. Canada's RCAF and France's Armée de l’Air have long been
friends and Allies, and this coming together of our national air demonstration teams will be a symbol of that friendship and
alliance.” – Brigadier-General Michel Lalumière, Director General Air Force Development, Royal Canadian Air Force
“The Embassy of France is proud to bring together the military aerobatic teams of Canada and France, with support from other
allies, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge and to celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday. The RCAF and
France’s Armée de l'air have a long-standing relationship (‘shoulder to shoulder’) and, together with their allies, are ready to meet
changing international challenges and contribute to international peace, stability and security.” - Colonel Bertrand Cadour (Air)
Attaché/Defence Attaché, representing Nicolas Chapuis, Ambassador or France in Canada
''Gatineau is proud to be the host of this historic airshow, which highlights the friendship between France and Canada. This is a
unique opportunity for the citizens of the National Capital Region and visitors to participate in this event, which is part of the 150th
anniversary celebrations in Gatineau. We are proud to contribute to the success of AERO 150 by providing a $30 000 contribution
in cash and services'' - Maxime Pedneaud-Jobin, Mayor of Gatineau

About Aero150
Aero150 is an airshow and once-in-a-lifetime air spectacle being staged by Vintage Wings of Canada at The Gatineau-Ottawa
Executive Airport on April 30, 2017. Aero150 replaces Wings Over Gatineau/Gatineau EnVol, which was to have taken place June
30. A decision was made to hold Aero150 after La Patrouille de France offered to visit Gatineau as part of its 2017 North American
tour.
About Vintage Wings of Canada
Vintage Wings of Canada is a charitable, non-profit, volunteer-led organization located in Gatineau, Que. The mission of Vintage
Wings of Canada, founded in 2003 by Ottawa philanthropist Michael Potter, is to celebrate Canada’s rich military and civilian
aviation history, particularly wartime, and educate and inspire Canadians through powerful stories and events that bring to life the
heroes, aircraft and events making up this great heritage.
About the Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport
The Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport is a non-profit corporation that belongs to the City of Gatineau and is operated by a Board
of Directors, a Director General and operational staff. The Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport has the capability to meet all
operational requirements of all air and ground performers during Aero150.
Follow us:
@aero150 #aero150
Twitter: @VintageWingsCan
Facebook: @VintageWingsOfCanada
YouTube: VintageWings
B-roll and interviews with the Canadian Forces Snowbirds and the Patrouille de France are available for download at
www.aero150.com
For more information contact:
Holly Bridges, Media Relations Coordinator
@Aero150 #aero150
hbridges@vintagewings.ca;hollybridges@bell.net
613-863-0545

Nathalie Brunette, Project manager
Comité du 150e, Gatineau 2017
nbrunette@gatineau2017.ca
819-329-4489

